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Nehemiah 7

 As we came to the end of Neh.6, v.15 says, “So the wall was completed on the twenty-fifth of the month Elul, in fifty-two days.” The wall is finished & the enemies of God become discouraged, but vs.17-19 tell us that Tobiah was writing letters to the nobles of Judah pretending to be one of the good ole boys.
 Remember that he & his son had married into influential Jewish families & he is trying to convince the Judean nobles that Nehemiah has gone out of his way to make him look like the bad guy. When it was very obvious that Nehemiah had a hidden agenda all along!
 What we have to remember is that a victory doesn’t mean that the battle is over! It’s when we have a victory that the enemy usually steps up his attack, because that is when we usually let our guards down & Nehemiah knew that.
1 “Then it was, when the wall was built and I had hung the doors, when the gatekeepers, the singers, and the Levites had been appointed, 2 that I gave the charge of Jerusalem to my brother Hanani, and Hananiah the leader of the citadel, for he was a faithful man and feared God more than many. Many believe that this is when Nehemiah went back to Persia to give his report to the king & he named his brother mayor & put Hananiah in charge of the courts in his absence.
 Tobiah was probably texting his father-in-law & the nobles claiming that Nehemiah was playing favorites, but he looked at their faithfulness both to himself & more importantly to God & he could see the fruit that was produced both in their lives & in the lives of those around them & he knew that they would do a great job while he was gone.
3 And I said to them, "Do not let the gates of Jerusalem be opened until the sun is hot; and while they stand guard, let them shut and bar the doors; and appoint guards from among the inhabitants of Jerusalem, one at his watch station and another in front of his own house."
 Notice that they are to guard not only the city as a whole, but each individual was charged with the guarding of his own home as well.

 I don’t know about you, but this speaks volumes to me & the fact that I have a responsibility to not only watch over my own home, but that corporately we all have a responsibility to watch over the body of Christ, as we try to keep guys like Tobiah & his friends from sneaking in unawares.
4 Now the city was large and spacious, but the people in it were few, and the houses were not rebuilt. 5 Then my God put it into my heart to gather the nobles, the rulers, and the people, that they might be registered by genealogy. And I found a register of the genealogy of those who had come up in the first return, and found written in it: God put it on the heart of Nehemiah to call the nobles together & take a new enrollment & he also found the list of those who came back under Zerubbabel in Ezra 2.
 We’re not going to go over the entire list, but I do want to look at v.73.
6 These are the people of the province who came back from the captivity, of those who had been carried away, whom Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon had carried away, and who returned to Jerusalem and Judah, everyone to his city. 7 Those who came with Zerubbabel were Jeshua, Nehemiah, Azariah, Raamiah, Nahamani, Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispereth, Bigvai, Nehum, and Baanah. The number of the men of the people of Israel: 8 the sons of Parosh, two thousand one hundred and seventy-two; 9 the sons of Shephatiah, three hundred and seventy-two; 10 the sons of Arah, six hundred and fifty-two; 11 the sons of Pahath-Moab, of the sons of Jeshua and Joab, two thousand eight hundred and eighteen; 12 the sons of Elam, one thousand two hundred and fifty-four; 13 the sons of Zattu, eight hundred and forty-five; 14 the sons of Zaccai, seven hundred and sixty; 15 the sons of Binnui, six hundred and forty-eight; 16 the sons of Bebai, six hundred and twenty-eight; 17 the sons of Azgad, two thousand three hundred and twenty-two; 18 the sons of Adonikam, six hundred and sixty-seven; 19 the sons of Bigvai, two thousand and sixty-seven; 20 the sons of Adin, six hundred and fifty-five; 
21 the sons of Ater of Hezekiah, ninety-eight; 22 the sons of Hashum, three hundred and twenty-eight; 23 the sons of Bezai, three hundred and twenty-four; 24 the sons of Hariph, one hundred and twelve; 25 the sons of Gibeon, ninety-five; 26 the men of Bethlehem and Netophah, one hundred and eighty-eight; 27 the men of Anathoth, one hundred and twenty-eight; 28 the men of Beth Azmaveth, forty-two; 29 the men of Kirjath Jearim, Chephirah, and Beeroth, seven hundred and forty-three; 30 the men of Ramah and Geba, six hundred and twenty-one; 31 the men of Michmas, one hundred and twenty-two; 32 the men of Bethel and Ai, one hundred and twenty-three; 33 the men of the other Nebo, fifty-two; 34 the sons of the other Elam, one thousand two hundred and fifty-four; 35 the sons of Harim, three hundred and twenty; 36 the sons of Jericho, three hundred and forty-five; 37 the sons of Lod, Hadid, and Ono, seven hundred and twenty-one; 38 the sons of Senaah, three thousand nine hundred and thirty. 39 The priests: the sons of Jedaiah, of the house of Jeshua, nine hundred and seventy-three; 40 the sons of Immer, one thousand and fifty-two; 41 the sons of Pashhur, one thousand two hundred and forty-seven; 42 the sons of Harim, one thousand and seventeen. 43 The Levites: the sons of Jeshua, of Kadmiel, and of the sons of Hodevah, seventy-four. 44 The singers: the sons of Asaph, one hundred and forty-eight. 45 The gatekeepers: the sons of Shallum, the sons of Ater, the sons of Talmon, the sons of Akkub, the sons of Hatita, the sons of Shobai, one hundred and thirty-eight. 46 The Nethinim: the sons of Ziha, the sons of Hasupha, the sons of Tabbaoth, 47 the sons of Keros, the sons of Sia, the sons of Padon, 48 the sons of Lebana, the sons of Hagaba, the sons of Salmai, 49 the sons of Hanan, the sons of Giddel, the sons of Gahar, 50 the sons of Reaiah, the sons of Rezin, the sons of Nekoda, 51 the sons of Gazzam, the sons of Uzza, the sons of Paseah, 52 the sons of Besai, the sons of Meunim, the sons of Nephishesim, 53 the sons of Bakbuk, the sons of Hakupha, the sons of Harhur, 54 the sons of Bazlith, the sons of Mehida, the sons of Harsha, 55 the sons of Barkos, the sons of Sisera, the sons of Tamah, 56 the sons of Neziah, and the sons of Hatipha. 57 The sons of Solomon's servants: the sons of Sotai, the sons of Sophereth, the sons of Perida, 58 the sons of Jaala, the sons of Darkon, the sons of Giddel, 59 the sons of Shephatiah, the sons of Hattil, the sons of Pochereth of Zebaim, and the children of Amon. 60 All the Nethinim, and the sons of Solomon's servants, were three hundred and ninety-two. 61 And these were the ones who came up from Tel Melah, Tel Harsha, Cherub, Addon, and Immer, but they could not identify their father's house nor their lineage, whether they were of Israel: 62 the sons of Delaiah, the sons of Tobiah, the sons of Nekoda, six hundred and forty-two; 63 and of the priests: the sons of Habaiah, the sons of Koz, the sons of Barzillai, who took a wife of the daughters of Barzillai the Gileadite, and was called by their name. 64 These sought their listing among those who were registered by genealogy, but it was not found; therefore they were excluded from the priesthood as defiled. 65 And the governor said to them that they should not eat of the most holy things till a priest could consult with the Urim and Thummim. 66 Altogether the whole assembly was forty-two thousand three hundred and sixty, 67 besides their male and female servants, of whom there were seven thousand three hundred and thirty-seven; and they had two hundred and forty-five men and women singers. 68 Their horses were seven hundred and thirty-six, their mules two hundred and forty-five, 69 their camels four hundred and thirty-five, and donkeys six thousand seven hundred and twenty. 70 And some of the heads of the fathers' houses gave to the work. The governor gave to the treasury one thousand gold drachmas, fifty basins, and five hundred and thirty priestly garments. 71 Some of the heads of the fathers' houses gave to the treasury of the work twenty thousand gold drachmas, and two thousand two hundred silver minas. 72 And that which the rest of the people gave was twenty thousand gold drachmas, two thousand silver minas, and sixty-seven priestly garments.
73 So the priests, the Levites, the gatekeepers, the singers, some of the people, the Nethinim, and all Israel dwelt in their cities. When the seventh month came, the children of Israel were in their cities.” Many of the returnees settled back into the cities from which their families were from before they were taken captive & that is understandable.
 But before they went into captivity there were a lot of people who lived in Jerusalem proper & if the city was spacious, why didn’t some of the people move back into the city?

 Personally, I think that they just got lazy!

 We’ve seen how much opposition that Nehemiah had gotten during the rebuilding of the walls, plus the fact that they remembered how much grief that the Samaritans gave their fathers & grandfathers over the rebuilding of the Temple that many of them just decided it wasn’t worth all the hassle.

 The rebuilding of the Temple should have taken 2 years at most, but it drug on for 18 years before it was finally finished & if it weren’t for Haggai & Zechariah it probably would have been even longer.

 Hardship can lead to laziness! What’s easier, to sit & back & do nothing for the Lord or to try with all you’ve got & then get beat down for your efforts?

 I have another question. “Why would God have Nehemiah take a new enrollment?
 I think there are two reasons!
 The 1st reason was practical. We talked about the fact that Tobiah had somehow wormed his way into the family of God by way of marriage & I think that Nehemiah wanted to make sure that there weren’t any more like him living amongst the people of God.
 The 2nd reason was spiritual. These people needed to be reminded of who they were in the Lord & why He had allowed them to come back in the 1st place. They had once again compromised God’s will for their own physical comfort.
 Remember that Nehemiah knew that the physical walls of the city weren’t the only walls that needed to be rebuilt. Now that their physical needs had been met, the focus now turns to their spiritual needs & in Neh.8-9 we see that as the people were in the city to be enrolled, the Word of God now takes center stage & guess what? A revival broke out!
Nehemiah 8
1 “Now all the people gathered together as one man in the open square that was in front of the Water Gate; and they told Ezra the scribe to bring the Book of the Law of Moses, which the LORD had commanded Israel.
 It’s interesting that the people gathered in the square in front of the Water Gate, so that they could be cleansed by the washing of the water of the Word of God.

 Take notice that Ezra is still around ready to serve! Remember in Ezra 7:10 when he was getting ready to lead the 2nd group of captives back to Israel it said, 10 “For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the Law of Jehovah, and to do it, and to teach statutes and judgments in Israel.”

 Ezra has been waiting 13 years for this day to come & now the people are finally ready to listen, they wanted to hear what God had to say to them!
2 So Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly of men and women and all who could hear with understanding on the first day of the seventh month. Did you notice that there are three groups here? Men, women & “all who could hear with understanding.” The word for “understand” means (to separate mentally). So this would be those old enough to understand, but where are the small children?

 It doesn’t say, but I would be willing to bet that they are somewhere being taught the things of Lord on their own level, so that they might be able to separate mentally what was being said to them as well.

 This is why most Calvary Chapels don’t have small children in the sanctuary while the reading of the Word is taking place.
 There are some that say, “Jesus didn’t do that, he allowed all the ‘little ones’ to come to Him!”

 1st of all the phrase “little ones” that Jesus uses in the Gospels isn’t talking about a chronological age, as we are all a child of God regardless of age. It is referring to those who are little in their own eyes, i.e. those who are humble.
2nd of all turn to Dt.1. Remember God had Moses send in the 12 spies, but when they returned all but two of them gave a bad report & the people became fearful & God became very angry & beginning in v.35 He said, 35 “Not one of these men, this evil generation, shall see the good land which I swore to give your fathers, 36 except Caleb the son of Jephunneh;
36 he shall see it, and to him and to his sons I will give the land on which he has set foot, because he has followed the LORD fully.' 37 "The LORD was angry with me (Moses) also on your account, saying, 'Not even you shall enter there. 38 'Joshua the son of Nun, who stands before you, he shall enter there; encourage him, for he will cause Israel to inherit it. Notice v.39 'Moreover, your little ones who you said would become a prey, and your sons, who this day have no knowledge of good or evil, shall enter there, and I will give it to them and they shall possess it.”

 Turn back to Neh.8. There is an age of reasoning that takes place somewhere between childhood & adolescence where they are able to understand the concepts in the Word of God, when they are able to understand good from evil.
 What age is that? I don’t know, but God does, so God says let “all who could listen with understanding” assemble together in v.2.
3 Then he (Ezra) read from it in the open square that was in front of the Water Gate from morning until midday, before the men and women and those who could understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive to the Book of the Law. 1st of all Ezra read for 6 hours, from 6:00 to 12:00 AM. Today most people start to get restless after about 45 minutes. That’s why Chuck Smith has always said, “The brain can’t absorb more than the seat can endure.”

 2nd: Notice that the people were attentive to the reading of the Book of the Law, that was a matter of choice & they not only chose to hear what the Book of the Law had to say to them for 6 hours, they also wanted to understand what was being read to them.
 Sadly there are many who come through the doors of the Church out of a sense of obligation. They are only there to fulfill their weekly penance for salvation, or so they think.
4 So Ezra the scribe stood on a platform of wood which they had made for the purpose; and beside him, at his right hand, stood Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Urijah, Hilkiah, and Maaseiah; and at his left hand Pedaiah, Mishael, Malchijah, Hashum, Hashbadana, Zechariah, and Meshullam.
 We don’t have anyone else on stage whenever the teaching is going on, but as we see here that doesn’t mean that it’s right or wrong. I think the real question is, “Is having someone else on stage a distraction or not?” If it is then they shouldn’t be up there, because it’s the Word of God that the people need to be focused on, period!
5 And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was standing above all the people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up. 6 And Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God. Then all the people answered, "Amen, Amen!" while lifting up their hands. And they bowed their heads and worshiped the LORD with their faces to the ground. They had a reverential fear of God & His Word; they understood that it was not to be taken lightly.
 There are many who stand behind the pulpit today that willingly manipulate the Word of God for their own purposes & I wouldn’t want to be in their shoes when judgment comes!
 Notice that there was a unity among all who believed here. They were as Paul would say, “Of one mind,” they were all focused on one thing, the Word of God.
 That is why there shouldn’t be any distractions if possible while the Bible is opened & the Word of God is read & taught! So that we too may be as they were, “of one mind!”

7 Also Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodijah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, and the Levites, helped the people to understand the Law; and the people stood in their place. 8 So they read distinctly from the book, in the Law of God; and they gave the sense, and helped them to understand the reading. You have to remember that most of the people still spoke Aramaic at this time & the Law was written in Hebrew, so they had to translate it, but notice that they also expounded upon all of the scriptures as well.
 They did this so that the people would be able to apply God’s Word into their every day lives in a practical way, so that they wouldn’t be deceived in anyway by those who would inevitably come into their lives. You know, those “savage wolves” that Paul talks about in Acts 20:29-30. 
 God is so faithful to meet us right where we’re at no matter what our maturity level is in Christ at that time! Either with a word of exhortation or a word of admonishment; & if we are honest with ourselves, we know that sometimes we need both!
 The wonderful thing about getting the whole council of God is the fact that we won’t overly embrace either sensationalism or legalism; as so many in the body of Christ are doing today.
 If we embrace the whole of His Word than we won’t be blown about by “every wind of doctrine” that blows into the body of Christ & believe me, that wind is blowing ever stronger with each passing day!
 So God has met their physical needs in the rebuilding of the walls & now He has met their spiritual needs through the reading of His Word. It has been given out distinctly with a sense of understanding without distraction. Now they are responsible for what they do with it, they are now without excuse!
9 And Nehemiah, who was the governor, Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the people said to all the people, "This day is holy to the LORD your God; do not mourn nor weep." For all the people wept, when they heard the words of the Law. As the people heard the Word of God there was 1st of all conviction, as their eyes were opened to the lie that they had been living.

 They were God’s people but they were trying to live up to their own idea of holiness not God’s. People who are trying to achieve holiness can be such miserable people, because they are trying to achieve something that can’t be obtained no matter how hard they try.
 God’s holiness & His righteousness are unattainable & that’s the beauty of them. They are not something that has to be achieved, they are free gifts given out to us as we choose to walk under His grace & guidance.
 These people have just spent 6 hours in the Word of God & there lives couldn’t help but be changed by it, because His Word is alive, it cuts deep & it is life changing!

 There is a time for weeping, but for them that time is past, now they should be celebrating their glorious future!
10 Then he said to them, "Go your way, eat the fat, drink the sweet, and send portions to those for whom nothing is prepared; for this day is holy to our Lord. Do not sorrow, for the joy of the LORD is your strength." 11 So the Levites quieted all the people, saying, "Be still, for the day is holy; do not be grieved." There are things that happen in our lives, either to us or to those that we love. We are saddened by them & we mourn, that’s a natural thing, because happiness & sadness are emotional things, but “the joy of the LORD” in v.10 is something that goes beyond our emotions.

 When “the joy of the Lord is our strength” we still feel, but we are no longer ruled by our feelings. We still mourn, but we are no longer taken captive by our sadness.
 If we are drawing our strength from the Lord, than He will give us a joy that transcends our circumstances & in Him we are able to rises above & go beyond that which would crush us otherwise.

12 And all the people went their way to eat and drink, to send portions and rejoice greatly, because they understood the words that were declared to them. They finally understood that it’s not about them or how they feel. That it’s not about others or what they say & it’s certainly not about this world & the things that it offers.
 For all of those things won’t last, but the Word of God will never pass away & the truths contained in it are faithful & true for all eternity!
13 Now on the second day, wow that was just the 1st day!
13 Now on the second day the heads of the fathers' houses of all the people, with the priests and Levites, were gathered to Ezra the scribe, in order to understand the words of the Law. So just the men got together to glean from the Law of God, so that they might have a better understand of it, in order live it out. Whether that was at home, at work or in public, they wanted to be men of God.
14 And they found written in the Law, which the LORD had commanded by Moses, that the children of Israel should dwell in booths during the feast of the seventh month, The Feast of Tabernacles or Booths.
15 and that they should announce and proclaim in all their cities and in Jerusalem, saying, "Go out to the mountain, and bring olive branches, branches of oil trees, myrtle branches, palm branches, and branches of leafy trees, to make booths, as it is written." 16 Then the people went out and brought them and made themselves booths; They didn’t call a board meeting to see if it what fashionable or politically correct. They saw what the Word had to say about it & they did what it said to do, period!
16 Then the people went out and brought them and made themselves booths, each one on the roof of his house, or in their courtyards or the courts of the house of God, and in the open square of the Water Gate and in the open square of the Gate of Ephraim. 17 So the whole assembly of those who had returned from the captivity made booths and sat under the booths; for since the days of Joshua the son of Nun until that day the children of Israel had not done so. And there was very great gladness. 18 Also day by day, from the first day until the last day, he read from the Book of the Law of God. And they kept the feast seven days; and on the eighth day there was a sacred assembly, according to the prescribed manner.” It’s not they hadn’t observed the Feast of Booths, because they had! In 1Ki.8:2 during Solomon’s reign they observed it & even as late as Ezra 3:4 we read that they observed it.

 This is not one of those contradictions that some people say that the Bible is full of. They observed it they just hadn’t done it as it said at the end of v.18 “to the prescribed manner.”
 In v.18 it also suggests that one the main things that what was missing from those previous feasts was the Word of God. Either they weren’t reading it every day as was prescribed by Law or they just weren’t reading it period! Either way this feast had become just another ritual & nothing more.

 As I said before, there are many who come to Church out of a sense of obligation, it is there weekly penance & that’s all!
 There’s no thankfulness for the forgiveness of their sins. There’s no praise or worship for who God is or what Jesus has done for them on the cross!
 Turn to Jn.4. Remember what Jesus said to the woman at the well? Beginning in v.23 He said, 23 “But an hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for such people the Father seeks to be His worshipers. 24 "God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.”
 Just because we come to Church & do what we normally do, doesn’t mean that we are worshipping God in “spirit & truth.”

 You see, they understood that now & they could rejoice in the fact that that is what they were finally doing. In essence I guess we could say, “They stopped playing Church!”
 How about us? Are we coming through doors paying our weekly penance or are we finally willing to stop playing Church & worship God in “spirit & truth?”






