Nehemiah 2:11 – 3
Nehemiah 2:11

 Ezra is in Jerusalem they have restored the Temple & are once again worshipping there, in much the same way that we as the His temple have been restored & now we can worship God, because of what Jesus accomplished on the cross.

 But like the Jews we may have some walls that are need of repair or broken down & without them the enemy is allowed to run amuck in our lives.
 We can come to Church & worship & yet still have our lives in chaos at the same time, because there is a wall that’s been broken down in this area or that area of our lives.

 There are some hidden treasures in the Book of Nehemiah & it takes some digging to get to them.

Nehemiah was a cup bearer in the king’s court & he has found great favor with the king.

 He brings the king a cup of wine all bummed out & Artaxerxes who has never seen Nehemiah like this is concerned about him & asks, “Wassup?”

 So he tells the king the story of how the walls are torn down & the tombs of his ancestors are in danger & he asks the king if he could go back with the king’s permission & provision & rebuild the walls of Jerusalem.

 The king grants his request & now Nehemiah is on his way back to Judah & everything seems to be perfect & going according to plan, but when everything is going smoothly we know something is about to happen, because Jesus said, “In this world you will have tribulation!”

 So with that in mind let’s pick up the story back in Neh.2:9.
9 Then I came to the governors of the provinces beyond the River and gave them the king's letters. Now the king had sent with me officers of the army and horsemen. 
10 When Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite official heard about it, it was very displeasing to them that someone had come to seek the welfare of the sons of Israel.” We looked at their names & that just their names are a picture of how cunning the enemy can be, but no matter how cunning the enemy is God always has our back.
 These 2 guys are a picture of those who stand on the periphery of the people of God, they appear to be worshipping, but they are always displeased or at odds with what is going on in the House of God, especially if it involves the putting up of walls for protection.
 They want to talk about spiritual things, but as soon as a wall of exclusion or separation goes up between the people of God & the world they try & stir things up. What I’m talking about are the absolutes that we find in the Bible, like.
 We believe that the Jews are God’s chosen people.

 We believe that all of scripture is inspired by God.

 We believe that Jesus is God in the flesh.

 We believe that Jesus is the only way to salvation.

 There response is, “Come on we’re all one big happy family” or “you don’t take everything in the Bible literally do you?”

 As long as your religion is nice & it is meant for nice people, of which there are none by the way, than everything is cool, but as soon as you start to set up walls of separation or exclusion you will find out who these people are!
 Not just here in CCFE, but in the Church as a whole!
 Sanballat & Tobiah are like the Jesus Seminar people & all  those like them in the “church” today. And here they are starting to give Nehemiah grief about the fact that he is going to rebuild the walls of God’s city, Jerusalem, so that God’s people will be protected from the enemy outside of His will.
11 “So I came to Jerusalem and was there three days. Doesn’t say what he does for 3 days. He’s probably praying & recuperating from the long journey.

 So 3 days pass by.
12 And I arose in the night, I and a few men with me. I did not tell anyone what my God was putting into my mind to do for Jerusalem and there was no animal with me except the animal on which I was riding. So he gets up in the middle of night & he is going to inspect the walls, with only a few faithful men by his side.

 Have you ever gotten up in the middle of the night, at God’s urging & start inspecting the walls in your life, only to find out that there are some that are broken down & in need of repair? 
 But God is always faithful & no matter what time it is, there are brothers & sisters in the Lord that you can always call on to help you inspect those walls.
13 So I went out at night by the Valley Gate in the direction of the Dragon's Well and on to the Refuse Gate, inspecting the walls of Jerusalem which were broken down and its gates which were consumed by fire. 14 Then I passed on to the Fountain Gate and the King's Pool, but there was no place for my mount to pass. There was so much rubble he couldn’t get through.
15 So I went up at night by the ravine and inspected the wall. Then I entered the Valley Gate again and returned. 16 The officials did not know where I had gone or what I had done; nor had I as yet told the Jews, the priests, the nobles, the officials or the rest who did the work. Even though we have faithful brothers & sisters there to aid & comfort us, there are times of sanctification in our lives that God takes us through when we are to be alone with Jesus & allow Him to inspect the rubble & broken down walls of our lives.

 He just traveled 1,000 miles & upon inspection the condition of the walls was worse than he could of imagined, but there was no plan B, there was no going back even though the task of rebuilding seemed impossible at least in the eyes of men.
17 Then I said to them, "You see the bad situation we are in, that Jerusalem is desolate and its gates burned by fire. Come, let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem so that we will no longer be a reproach."
 Nehemiah was no ordinary man, because his God was no ordinary God & all of his strength was found in Him!
18 I told them how the hand of my God had been favorable to me and also about the king's words which he had spoken to me. Then they said, "Let us arise and build." So they put their hands to the good work. Faithfulness is infectious! If leadership is faithful to the things of God, those who are truly seeking Gods will; will respond in kind & be faithful to that calling as well.
19 But when Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite official, and Geshem the Arab heard it, they mocked us and despised us and said, "What is this thing you are doing? Are you rebelling against the king?" The 1st thing the enemy does is to try & bring condemnation & doubt into our minds.

 Satan has done this before! In the garden talking to Eve he said, “Did God actually say, ‘You will surely die if you eat of this particular tree?’”

 When David wanted to fight for God, they said, “You are just a shepherd boy & you think that you can take on a giant with just a sling & a stone?”
 When Moses was at the Red Sea I’m sure Satan whispered, “What if you lift up your staff & the sea doesn’t part?”
 On & on the enemy tries to put condemnation & doubt into our minds, as we try to accomplish God’s will, but the enemy is powerless in his efforts to deter us if we have our eyes on the Lord.
20 So I answered them and said to them, "The God of heaven will give us success; therefore we His servants will arise and build, but you have no portion, right or memorial in Jerusalem." Separation, exclusion, they have no part in this, because what is about to be done comes directly from God & they might be able to talk the talk at times, but they aren’t able to walk the walk.
 So there only recourse is mock & ridicule! To make fun of something that they can’t conceive of nor be a part of, just as Paul said in 1Cor.2:14.

1Cor.2:14 “But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.”
 Now we come to Neh.3. We are given a description of the work that they do on the walls & the gates, remember that there is hidden treasure here, all we have to do I is dig it out.

 There are 12 gates in Jerusalem, 10 of them are mentioned here, don’t know why he only gives us 10 & not 12. He gives us the names of each of the gates, but what’s interesting is that they are laid out here in a specific order.
 We will also look at some of the names of the people as well.
 Depending upon the translation Nehemiah uses the phrases, “next to; after him; after them” 24 times or more.
 He uses these phrases to show us how the people of God, the body of Christ, must work together to accomplish His complete will. There is no jealousy that takes place as each person does what they have been gifted to do.

 There is a picture here of God’s people working hand in hand, strengthened by Him to accomplish His will, not their own agendas or desires, just His will.

 What’s sad is that the Church today as a whole has totally gotten away from the concept of togetherness or unity through separation & exclusion from this world & the much of the Church spends too much time compromising in order to fit into the world’s system, giving into people’s whims, instead of God’s will. 
Nehemiah 3
1 Then Eliashib the high priest arose with his brothers the priests and built the Sheep Gate; they consecrated it and hung its doors. They consecrated the wall to the Tower of the Hundred and the Tower of Hananel. The name of this 1st guy, “Eliashib” means (God restores). He is of a priestly family & they are restoring which gate?

 The “Sheep Gate!” This gate would have been of particular interest to the priests, because this is the gate where the people would bring in their sacrifices.
 What’s interesting is that it is by the “Tower of Hananel,” which means (grace). As we go through these gates we will see that some have locks & some don’t; notice that this gate doesn’t have a lock on it.

 This is a picture of redemption by the grace of God, not closed to anyone!

2 Next to him the men of Jericho built, and next to them Zaccur the son of Imri built. 3 Now the sons of Hassenaah built the Fish Gate; they laid its beams and hung its doors with its bolts and bars. Notice that this gate does have a lock on it.
 Remember he has laid out these gates in a particular order, so the 1st gate is the gate where we receive redemption by the grace of God.

 So what does the “Fish Gate” represent? Turn to Mk.1, let’s start in v.17. 17 “As He was going along by the Sea of Galilee, He saw Simon and Andrew, the brother of Simon, casting a net in the sea; for they were fishermen. 17 And Jesus said to them, "Follow Me, and I will make you become fishers of men." 18 Immediately they left their nets and followed Him.” Certainly once we have been redeemed, the next step would be to drop everything & begin to share the Gospel with as many people as possible, catching all that we can in our nets.
 How much of the Church today, takes the sharing of the Gospel seriously? I’m not talking about the watered down version that some use so that they won’t offend anybody!

 People want to go to heaven, but they don’t want to believe in the things of God. They want to believe in self & the things of this world, thinking that all they need to do to get into heaven is to be good, & not judge others for their lifestyles.

4 Next to them Meremoth the son of Uriah the son of Hakkoz made repairs. 
4 And next to him Meshullam the son of Berechiah the son of Meshezabel made repairs. And next to him Zadok the son of Baana also made repairs. The names “Meshullam & Zadok” mean (friend & justice or truth) respectively.
 We all need a person in our life that we can call a friend, someone we can confide in, but we also need that friend to be able to tell us the truth whenever we are messing up, whenever there is a breach in a wall that needs to be repaired.
5 Moreover, next to him the Tekoites made repairs, but their nobles did not support the work of their masters. When we studied the Book of Amos, we saw that he was a Tekoite, so some of his people were here as well, but notice that there were some blue bloods among them that didn’t want to get their fingernails dirty, they refused to help & I find it interesting that God makes a note of that.
6 Joiada the son of Paseah and Meshullam the son of Besodeiah repaired the Old Gate; they laid its beams and hung its doors with its bolts and its bars. Joiada means (the Lord knows). God knows what’s best for us, the Old Gate is be a picture of those Truth’s of God that must remain constant, that are the foundations of our faith.
 In Jer.6:16 he tells those living in Judah, just before the Assyrians came down to besiege Jerusalem, to remember the old ways & walk in them, but they refused so God sent the Assyrians.

 The people of God were told never to remove the landmarks & for good reason. There are certain Truth’s for the Christian that are landmarks & must not be removed or tampered with!

 Such as the resurrection of Jesus Christ & in 1Cor.15 there were some who did not believe in the resurrection of the dead & Paul said if that is true & the dead cannot rise, than Jesus is still in His grave & therefore we as His believers are to be pitied among men for believing a lie & we are all still dead in our sins with no hope of eternity.
 Take notice of the fact that this gate has a lock on it as well. These foundational truths, like the ones we just talked about are not open to compromise, no matter how much noise people make outside of this gate.

7 Next to them Melatiah the Gibeonite and Jadon the Meronothite, the men of Gibeon and of Mizpah, also made repairs for the official seat of the governor of the province beyond the River. 8 Next to him Uzziel the son of Harhaiah of the goldsmiths made repairs. And next to him Hananiah, one of the perfumers, made repairs, and they restored Jerusalem as far as the Broad Wall. Notice that the goldsmiths & the druggists are out there working as well. They have stepped out of the comfort zone in a time of need to lend a hand in the restoration process. Convicting isn’t it!
 This “Broad Wall” is still in Jerusalem, it is 22’ wide made of up of 1,000’s of smaller stones & today you can stand there next to it & know that this is the part of the wall that Nehemiah & his faithful brethren had rebuilt.
9 Next to them Rephaiah the son of Hur, the official of half the district of Jerusalem, made repairs. 10 Next to them Jedaiah the son of Harumaph made repairs opposite his house. And next to him Hattush the son of Hashabneiah made repairs. 11 Malchijah the son of Harim and Hasshub the son of Pahath-moab repaired another section and the Tower of Furnaces. 12 Next to him Shallum the son of Hallohesh, the official of half the district of Jerusalem, made repairs, he and his daughters. I think it’s cool that the co-mayors of Jerusalem had their sleeves rolled up as well, as well as the fact that & even their kids could do their part in the rebuilding of the Broad Wall.

 How many times did God rebuke His people for not passing down knowledge of Him to the next generation? These children saw their parents serving the Lord & did likewise. It is so important to remember that our 1st & primary witness needs to be to our children & our families.
13 Hanun and the inhabitants of Zanoah repaired the Valley Gate. They built it and hung its doors with its bolts and its bars, and a thousand cubits of the wall to the Refuse Gate. 14 Malchijah the son of Rechab, the official of the district of Beth-haccherem repaired the Refuse Gate. He built it and hung its doors with its bolts and its bars. Geographically the “Valley Gate” was the lowest of the gates. It was the longest section of the wall from the Old Gate & it is next to the “Refuse or Dung Gate.”
 The name “Hanun” means (God favors or God pities). “Zanoah” means (forgetfulness).
 You know when we are on the mountain top we don’t really take notice of God’s favor in our lives! We tend to forget about His presence in good times & it’s not until we get down into the valley, when we are at that lowest point that we really take notice of God’s favor, grace & mercy upon our lives.

 The Refuse or Dung Gate was where all the waste was taken out of the city, everything from trash to manure was taken out there & without this gate the city would be a polluted mess.
 Take notice that “Hanun” (the 1 God favors) & the “inhabitants of Zanoah” (the people of forgetfulness) didn’t help rebuild the “Refuse Gate.”
 Notice that there was 1 person, “Malchijah” who rebuilt it!

 Malchijah means (Jehovah is King). This is a picture of Jesus taking all of our crap upon Himself as He hung on the cross; & He is still the only 1 who can take it all away & cleanse us!
 Something else here. Notice that it says that He is “the official of the district of Beth-haccherem.” If you do the word study on this it translates out to be “the head person over the house of the vineyard.”

 Who is the Vine-dresser? Who is the Vine? And who are the branches? Can you see the picture being painted here?

 Sometimes God has to prune us a bit & throw out the crap that we tend to hold onto, so that we may be fruitful for Him, as long as we cling to the Vine!
15 Shallum the son of Col-hozeh, the official of the district of Mizpah, repaired the Fountain Gate. He built it, covered it and hung its doors with its bolts and its bars, and the wall of the Pool of Shelah at the king's garden as far as the steps that descend from the city of David. First we have the “Valley Gate” where we learn humility, after humility we come to the “Refuse Gate” where we find cleansing, than after we are cleansed we come to the “Fountain Gate” where we find refreshment.

 In Jn.7:37 Jesus said, “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink.”

16 After him Nehemiah the son of Azbuk, official of half the district of Beth-zur, made repairs as far as a point opposite the tombs of David, and as far as the artificial pool and the house of the mighty men. 17 After him the Levites carried out repairs under Rehum the son of Bani. Next to him Hashabiah, the official of half the district of Keilah, carried out repairs for his district. 18 After him their brothers carried out repairs under Bavvai the son of Henadad, official of the other half of the district of Keilah. 19 Next to him Ezer the son of Jeshua, the official of Mizpah, repaired another section in front of the ascent of the armory at the Angle. 20 After him Baruch the son of Zabbai zealously repaired another section, from the Angle to the doorway of the house of Eliashib the high priest. “Baruch” in v.20 means (blessed), notice that he “zealously repaired another section.” He was blessed by God & because of it he was on fire for the work of the Lord & he couldn’t wait to get to the next section of the wall.
21 After him Meremoth the son of Uriah the son of Hakkoz repaired another section, from the doorway of Eliashib's house even as far as the end of his house. 22 After him the priests, the men of the valley, carried out repairs. 23 After them Benjamin and Hasshub carried out repairs in front of their house. After them Azariah the son of Maaseiah, son of Ananiah, carried out repairs beside his house. 24 After him Binnui the son of Henadad repaired another section, from the house of Azariah as far as the Angle and as far as the corner. 25 Palal the son of Uzai made repairs in front of the Angle and the tower projecting from the upper house of the king, which is by the court of the guard. After him Pedaiah the son of Parosh made repairs. We are reading this & it seems to be so monotonous, but that is how our work for the Lord usually is. Most of the time it can be very monotonous & tiresome at times, but all of it is still God’s work & none of it goes unnoticed by Him!

 God leaves nothing out here! He knows exactly what each person is doing, where they started & where they left off & notice that they are never alone in their efforts.
26 The temple servants living in Ophel made repairs as far as the front of the Water Gate toward the east and the projecting tower. Water being a picture of the Word of God & notice that it has to be rebuilt as well. The main reason Jerusalem was in ruins, the main reason we find ourselves in ruins is because we neglect the Word of God & we allow the Water Gate to get to a point of disrepair.

 We need to be washed by the water of His Word daily! If not than our walls start to crumble & the enemy has easy access by which to come in & do whatever he wants. And when it gets to that point, we might not even see it because we have lost our ability to discern the Truth from the lie!
27 After them the Tekoites repaired another section in front of the great projecting tower and as far as the wall of Ophel. 28 Above the Horse Gate the priests carried out repairs, each in front of his house. The horse was an instrument of war & that is why God told them not to go down to Egypt, get horses & breed them.
 The “Horse Gate” is also a picture of spiritual warfare in our lives. If we are passing through all of the gates before mentioned & living out all of the principles that they portray in our lives we can be sure that there’ll be some spiritual warfare in our lives.

 Jn.17:14 says, “I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.”

29 After them Zadok the son of Immer carried out repairs in front of his house. And after him Shemaiah the son of Shecaniah, the keeper of the East Gate, carried out repairs. The “East Gate,” the gate that faces towards the rising of the Sun, Son. This is the gate that the Jesus came through as He entered Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives.
 It’s only through Jesus that we can boldly & worship God!
30 After him Hananiah the son of Shelemiah, and Hanun the sixth son of Zalaph, repaired another section. After him Meshullam the son of Berechiah carried out repairs in front of his own quarters. 
31 After him Malchijah, one of the goldsmiths, carried out repairs as far as the house of the temple servants and of the merchants, in front of the Inspection Gate and as far as the upper room of the corner. 32 Between the upper room of the corner and the Sheep Gate the goldsmiths and the merchants carried out repairs.” We have come full circle, back to the Sheep Gate.

 The “Inspection Gate” is thought to be very near the Sheep Gate, on some maps it is called the Miphkad Gate, which means (assignment).
 It interesting that it is near the Sheep Gate, because it is where everyone would bring their sacrifice for inspection, is it a worthy sacrifice or not.

 For a Christian this would be the Bema seat judgment in which a believer’s works will be judged & tested by fire.
 For a non-believer this would be the Judgment of the Nations, in which Jesus will come back & separate the sheep from the goats.

 The sheep will enter into His rest & go into the Millennial Reign, the goats will be going to a place reserved specifically for Satan & his angels, where they will await the Great White Throne Judgment.
There’s a lot of good stuff here & we just scratched the service on all of names mentioned here, but it is so interesting that everything that God puts in this book as some spiritual significance for us, it’s an amazing book! Amen!






