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Nehemiah 1

 Joshua & Zerubbabel came back to rebuild the Temple & the city. They start rebuilding the Temple, than the Samaritans come in & wanted to help, Zerubbabel says, “No!” So they cop a “tude” & get the king to stop the rebuilding process for 16 years. Than we saw that Haggai & Zechariah had to come onto to the scene to get the people motivated, they do & finally finish the Temple.
 Remember that between Ezra 6-7 there is a gap of time of 57 years that pass by, in which we have the time of Esther & the Book of Esther.

 During that time the people grew complacent once again & they have lost that 1st love for the things of God, so Ezra comes back to teach the people the Word of God in order to get them refocused once again on the things of God.
 This brings us up to the Book of Nehemiah, it is now 9 years later & the people have another problem; & that is that the walls aren’t rebuilt, so the people are defenseless against the surrounding countries.

 Nehemiah is the king’s cup bearer, but what’s interesting is that many believe that Esther played some kind of role in getting him this appointment.
 It was a position of trust! He would have had many opportunities to the poison the king, so there was a relationship that would have developed between him & the king that would have gone pass the employer, employee kind of thing.

 He is just a cup bearer & yet God puts the burden of the people in Jerusalem on his heart & concern for the rebuilding of the walls, but he isn’t an engineer or an architect, he is just a cup bearer & yet we will see that God uses him to rebuild the walls of the city in just 52 days, despite opposition from both outside & within the city.
 And this tells me that no matter what my education or skill level in any given area might be.
 God is more than capable of using me or any of us to accomplish things that are without a doubt beyond our comprehension or abilities!

 Chapters 1-6 cover the return & the reconstructing of the walls.

 Chapters 7-13 cover the reconstruction of their lives, because within a decade they have once again grown complacent & turned away from God. The sins of the people that Nehemiah finds upon his return are also denounced by the prophet Malachi.

 The Book of Nehemiah is the last of the Jewish history books recorded in the OT & between Malachi & the Gospels there is a gap of time of about 400 years. It often referred to as the “400 silent years.”
 God may have been silent as far as speaking through a human agent, but He was still very active. Remember that in Dan.11:2-35 there are some 135 prophecies that were fulfilled pertaining to the times of Ptolemaic & Seleucid dynasties & there interaction with Israel & Jerusalem; & that interaction covered a large portion of those “400 Silent Years.”
 Remember that in the 1st return under Zerubbabel there were about 50,000 people who returned, which was a very small portion of the Jewish population at that time.

 When Ezra led the 2nd return we see that only about 5,000 people came back with him, although they were a small group they were zealous for the things of God & they came back with great purpose of heart.

 Now we see Nehemiah who is coming back out of concern for the safety of God’s people. He is coming back to rebuild both the walls of the city & the hearts of the people who dwell within those walls.

 Physical, broken down walls can for the most be repaired fairly simply. All you need is a little mortar & some bricks, but the walls of our life are much more difficult to repair.

 Whether we are speaking spiritually or emotionally, those walls usually take a lot effort & time to heal.
1 “The words of Nehemiah the son of Hacaliah. Now it happened in the month Chislev, in the twentieth year, while I was in Susa (Shushan) the capitol, So this would be December 446 BC.

 In Dan.8 Susa is where Daniel had the vision of the ram, which is Persia & the goat which is Greece. When the Persians conquered the Babylonians, they made Susa its capital.

 Susa is also where most of the Book of Esther took place.
 So Nehemiah is in the capital city of Susa & in v.2 it says;
2 that Hanani, one of my brothers, and some men from Judah came; and I asked them concerning the Jews who had escaped and had survived the captivity, and about Jerusalem. As the kings cup bearer he probably heard a lot of things that were meant only for the king & his officials. Hanani & some men have probably come to see the king & Nehemiah is curious about what was going on in Jerusalem, so he asks them some ?’s.
3 They said to me, "The remnant there in the province who survived the captivity are in great distress and reproach, and the wall of Jerusalem is broken down and its gates are burned with fire." They were worshipping & sacrificing to the Lord, but without walls & gates they were defenseless.  Their enemies would come in & take things from them in the middle of the night, wreaking havoc in their lives. They would take a little something here & a little something there & there wasn’t anything they could do about it.

 But these broken down walls represent more than just the physical condition of the city, they are also a spiritual picture of the people’s lives.

 There are people who come to Church all smiles & even worship, yet at the same time the walls of their lives may be broken down & they are defenseless against the enemy. They may be smiling on the outside, but inside they are miserable.
 Sometimes it maybe circumstances beyond their control, but many of these broken down walls are of their own making, because they have chosen to leave God out of the picture in many areas of their life. And we are no different!
 We get busy & lose our focus on the things of God & the walls in certain areas of our lives begin to crumble & if we aren’t careful before we know it they are broken down & the enemy is running amuck.
 Why is it that people think that if they can just get their physical needs met, than the spiritual side of their lives will work itself out? That’s a bald face lie!
 Because if our spiritual life is order, if we are focused on eternal things, than the temporal things in our lives are a mere after thought, just another speed bump on the road to heaven, instead of a mountain that seems impossible for us to climb.

 So the walls of the city are broken down, as are the walls of their lives & the enemy is having his way in both & therefore Nehemiah is concerned about both.

4 When I heard these words, I sat down and wept and mourned for days; and I was fasting and praying before the God of heaven. In v.5 we will see the prayer of Nehemiah. He is praying for the people, but he also praying for himself.

 This world is going through times of change as Jesus’ return draws nearer, but as the Church, as a child of God have we, have I changed as well?
 Or are we the same today as we were yesterday?
 Have we drawn closer to God with anticipation in our hearts, as we wait & watch for Christ’s return?
 Tough ?’s I know, but oh so necessary in light of the times we find ourselves in!

 What we will see in Nehemiah’s prayer is that restoration had to start within himself 1st, than he would be able to be used of God to help restore the lives of the people.
5 I said, "I beseech You, O LORD God of heaven, the great and awesome God, who preserves the covenant and loving-kindness for those who love Him and keep His commandments, 
6 let Your ear now be attentive and Your eyes open to hear the prayer of Your servant which I am praying before You now, day and night, on behalf of the sons of Israel Your servants, confessing the sins of the sons of Israel which we have sinned against You; I and my father's house have sinned. We have an open door to the throne room of God, because of the covenant He has made with us, through Jesus’ death & resurrection.
 Oh how I wished I would go through that door more instead of just poking my head in & taking a quick peak every once in a while! 
7 "We have acted very corruptly against You and have not kept the commandments, nor the statutes, nor the ordinances which You commanded Your servant Moses. 8 "Remember the word which You commanded Your servant Moses, saying, 'If you are unfaithful I will scatter you among the peoples; 9 but if you return to Me and keep My commandments and do them, though those of you who have been scattered were in the most remote part of the heavens, I will gather them from there and will bring them to the place where I have chosen to cause My name to dwell.' God has already done some of this. He has already brought back 2 sets of captives, but the people still haven’t totally committed their lives over to Him.

 What keeps us from totally committing our lives to God?
 Turn to Mt.6:24. It says, 24 “No one can serve two masters. For either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will hold to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.”
 This word “mammon” is very interesting. It the Greek word ‘mam-mo-nas’ it means [confidence in wealth, i.e. temporal things; it is “avarice” (deified)].

 I would venture to say that we place stuff above God for 2 main reasons: 1st because we love ourselves more than we love Him & 2nd we put more trust in ourselves & in our own abilities than we do in Him!
The funny part is that we don’t even realize that we are doing it, look at the very next verse in Mt.6.
 Let’s pick up the very last part of v.24 & it says, 24 “You cannot serve God and mammon. 25 For this reason I say to you, do not be worried about your life, as to what you will eat or what you will drink; nor for your body, as to what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing?” He isn’t talking about the big things! He is talking about the little everyday things that tend to draw us away. It’s the everyday affairs of this life that keep us from totally committing to Him & for the Jews in Jerusalem it was no different. Turn back to Neh.1.
10 "They are Your servants and Your people whom You redeemed by Your great power and by Your strong hand. 11 "O Lord, I beseech You, may Your ear be attentive to the prayer of Your servant and the prayer of Your servants who delight to revere Your name, and make Your servant successful today and grant him compassion before this man." Now I was the cupbearer to the king.” He is getting ready to go before the King & ask him for a leave of absence, so he can go to Jerusalem & minister to the people of God.

 But notice that he asks God to make him “successful today!” He wasn’t worried about tomorrow; he was totally focused on today & that’s important for us to remember.
 A.E. Wildersmith was one of the most brilliant men of his day & Joe Focht, Pastor of CCPhilly had the opportunity to spend the day together before A.E. died. They were talking about the fact that God knows both our thoughts & our needs before we need them, isn’t that what Jesus was talking about in Mt.6?
 Well being a brilliant mind A.E. immediately goes into the story of the study of the Platypus. Of course, now Joe is thinking there is a fine line between genius & insanity!

 He goes on to tell the story of a friend of his who had studied the Platypus for years. His friend discovered that the Platypus had these little ports along the sides of its bill & he couldn’t figure out why they were there. He noticed that over & over again the Platypus could be swimming along, than all of sudden dive to the bottom, stick his bill into the mud & come up with a worm or a crayfish. He came to realize that these ports were electric impulse receptors & that they could sense the electrical impulses of a worm buried in the mud & how sensitive these receptors must be in order to detect them.

 Well of course Joe’s completely lost by now! But A.E.  being a genius & all, goes on to say, “If a Platypus can pick up the electrical impulses of a worm, 10’ away buried in the mud, can you imagine how sensitive God is to things in our lives & our needs, because our brains put out a lot more electrical impulses than a worms does, so it shouldn’t be surprising that God knows exactly what we need each & everyday.”
 What’s the very last thing that Jesus said in Mt.6:34 to comfort those He was talking to? 34 “So do not worry about tomorrow; for tomorrow will care for itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.”
 When the worries of tomorrow start to draw us away from today we need to do what Nehemiah did, pray! He admitted his flaws & prayed for protection & provision, than he very simply turns the rest over to God.
 So here we have Nehemiah the king’s cup bearer, wondering what can I do about all of this? He’s concerned about the people of Jerusalem & their future, but he is focused on today!

Nehemiah 2
1 And it came about in the month Nisan, in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, that wine was before him, and I took up the wine and gave it to the king. Now I had not been sad in his presence. 2 So the king said to me, "Why is your face sad though you are not sick? This is nothing but sadness of heart." Then I was very much afraid. So he’s on the job, he is visibly upset & sadden by the news he had received. He takes a cup of wine, tastes it & he doesn’t keel over dead; then he gives it to the king.
 Remember that Nehemiah was probably very close to the king & it troubled the King to see him this way, so he asks him, “Wassup!”

 Nehemiah doesn’t realize it, but what’s about to place kicks off 1 of the most remarkable prophecy in all of scripture & we looked at it in the Book of Daniel. Turn to Dan.9.
 When we are given month & not the day of the month that usually means it is the 1st day of the month. So this would be the 1st day of Nisan in the 20th year of King Artaxerxes.

 For us this would be March 14, 445 BC. If you look at your handout, the month of Nisan starts in the middle of March & in Dan.9 we see Daniel praying to God & He gives Daniel another vision & beginning in v.24 God says, 24 “Seventy weeks have been decreed for your people and your holy city, to finish the transgression, to make an end of sin, to make atonement for iniquity, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy and to anoint the most holy place. 25 "So you are to know and discern that from the issuing of a decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince there will be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; it will be built again, with plaza and moat, even in times of distress.”
 Of course we know this is the prophecy of Daniel’s 70 Weeks, but notice that the prophecy doesn’t kick off with the rebuilding of the Temple it kicks with the commandment to rebuild the walls & the city of Jerusalem.

 So from this day, March 14, 445 BC the clock starts counting down until Jesus came riding into Jerusalem on a donkey & a lowly cupbearer is the person God uses to kick it off!

 We already know the end of the story, but it’s interesting to see how this day plays out in the lives of both Nehemiah & King Artaxerxes.

 I’m sure Nehemiah doesn’t realize this at the time because he is saddened by the news he had received & it was protocol that even if you don’t feel like it that you put a big smile on your face in the kings presence, but the king notices that something is wrong with his friend, he knew Nehemiah, they had interaction everyday & he wants to know “Wassup,” so Nehemiah tells him.
3 I said to the king, "Let the king live forever. Why should my face not be sad when the city, the place of my fathers' tombs, lies desolate and its gates have been consumed by fire?" In ancient cultures there was great respect given for the burial places of its ancestors, so Nehemiah brings this point up 1st, oh & by the way, “the walls are broken down & the gates have been burned up!”

 The King isn’t stupid, he knows that Nehemiah wants to ask him something.
4 Then the king said to me, "What would you request?" So I prayed to the God of heaven. Ever been in a situation where someone of authority confronts you & under your breath you say, “Oh God, give me the right words to say!”

 This is the place where Nehemiah is at!

 Notice something here! God is using the fact that Nehemiah is all bummed out in order to accomplish His will. If Nehemiah wasn’t bummed out the king wouldn’t have noticed, therefore Daniels 70 Weeks probably wouldn’t have happened.
 I know that’s a stretch, but my point is that this kind of puts a big hole in the teachings of certain individuals that say that everything in your life has to be perfect & if it isn’t than God won’t hear you or answer your prayers or even bless you & if your life isn’t perfect, then you either lack faith or you have un-confessed sin in your life. That’s a bunch of hog wash!
5 I said to the king, "If it please the king, and if your servant has found favor before you, send me to Judah, to the city of my fathers' tombs, that I may rebuild it." 6 Then the king said to me, the queen sitting beside him, "How long will your journey be, and when will you return?" So it pleased the king to send me, and I gave him a definite time. So far so good! If I was Nehemiah, I would have stopped right there, but he figured he was on a role, so why stop?

7 And I said to the king, "If it please the king, let letters be given me for the governors of the provinces beyond the River, that they may allow me to pass through until I come to Judah, 8 and a letter to Asaph the keeper of the king's forest, that he may give me timber to make beams for the gates of the fortress which is by the temple, for the wall of the city and for the house to which I will go." And the king granted them to me because the good hand of my God was on me.” So Nehemiah gets all of the things he asks for because as he says, “The good hand of God was on me!”
 Just a little side note here. Notice in v.6 it says that, “the queen was sitting beside him.” Under normal circumstances, the queen wouldn’t have been in the court with the king unless she was summoned.

 Well I would venture to say that she was summoned to the king by God for a very specific reason. The wording here is very interesting. The word for “sitting” means (to sit down, specifically as judge, in ambush, quietly) & the word “beside” means (the sense of joining a side).

 Don’t know this for certain, but I get the sense as do some other commentators that she is whispering in the kings ear, feeling sorry for Nehemiah, the whole time that he is asking the king for all of these favors.

 For those of us who have been married we know exactly what’s happening here. Artaxerxes is listening to Nehemiah’s requests while at the same time his wife is whispering, “Look at how sad Nehemiah is honey, let him go back to Jerusalem, maybe it will cheer him up!”

 Women for the most part are far more sensitive to feelings of others then men are, so just maybe it wasn’t by accident that God had her here at this specific time in Israel’s history.

 If you are wondering this queen is not Esther. Most believe that is Atossa, the daughter of Cyrus, he is the one who allowed the 1st group of captives to go back & rebuild the Temple.
 So the decree is given & the clock starts ticking!
9 Then I came to the governors of the provinces beyond the River and gave them the king's letters. Now the king had sent with me officers of the army and horsemen. 10 When Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite official heard about it, it was very displeasing to them that someone had come to seek the welfare of the sons of Israel.” These 2 guys, were bad guys & they didn’t like the fact that the king has sent another emissary to attend to the needs of the people of God.
 What’s most interesting about these 2 guys is not the fact that they are historical figures, which they are, but rather what their names mean.

 Sanballat means (enemy in secret) & Tobiah means (the Lord is good).
 As soon as Nehemiah gets there the enemies of God’s people show up & what we will see as we go in Nehemiah is that Sanballat gives Nehemiah grief throughout the whole book, because he doesn’t want the walls rebuilt.

 But what we will also see is that even though this guy is cunning & manipulative; the Lord is good & He always has Nehemiah’s back.

 Have you ever had a Sanballat in your life? Someone who pretends to be all buddy-buddy, but their true motives are anything but friendly.

 If you have you can testify to fact that God is always there even while your enemies are patting you on the back; & if you haven’t than you can draw assurance that God will always have your back even in troubling times. Amen!






